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2020: Struik Nature launches the 5th edition of
this best-selling guide, to wide acclaim. This innovative
new edition, with fresh input from new authors and
illustrators, features the following improvements:

Barcodes for accessing bird calls Expanded annotations
using a free downloadable app on illustrations

| ||| [bBlbibibibl | ]

JFMAMJJASOND

BEARDED VULTURE  Gypaetus barbatus
11¢/cm; 5.2-6.2 kg; wingspan 2.6-2.8 m A very large, impressive vultdre that has long, pointed wings and a
loylg, wedge-shaped tail; restricted to i areas. Ad. is mainlyMlackish-br above, with white feather
afts giving it a faintly streaked appearance; head, breast, underparts and leggings gingery-orange; shaggy
ibout the neck. The orange colour results from iron oxide pigmentation from soil and varies in intensity. Black
'facial mask ends in a short ‘beard’, visible only at close range. Sexes alike. Juv. is mainly dark brown with paler
underparts; assumes ad. plumage through successive moults over 6 years. At all ages it is easily recognised in
flight by its distinctive wing and tail shape. Voice: Mostly silent; a shrill whistling and chittering when displaying.
Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Uncommon resident, living in widely spaced pairs in the Lesotho
highlands and adjacent Drakensberg; range has contracted in last century. Typically seen on the wing. Usually
solitary, but small numbers of juvs sometimes gather at carcasses. Scavenges bones from carcasses; swallows
small bones whole and breaks open large bones by dropping them onto rocks. (Baardaasvoél)
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LAPPET-FACED VULTURE Torgos tracheliotos I~
98-115 cm; 4.5-8.5 kg; wingspan 2.6-2.8 m A very large, mainly black-plumaged vulture. Ad. has white
leggings and a conspicuous white bar across the inner underwing coverts, which distinguishes it in flight from
other dark-plumaged vultures. At close range, its deeply wrinkled, bare-skinned, dark pink head is diagnostic;
bill is horn coloured. Sexes alike. Juv. is uniformly dark brown apart from white dappling on mantle; head pale
pinkish. It is much larger than Hooded Vulture (p. 112), but in flight, without the benefit of a size comparison,
they can be confused; best distinguished by its much broader head. Voice: Mostly silent; high-pitched whistle
when displaying. Status and biology: ENDANGERED. Uncommon, in semi-arid savanna and desert. Arrives to
scavenge at carcasses in ones and twos, occasionally in larger numbers; dominates other vultures at carcasses.
Very susceptible to poisoning. Subject to vagrancy, with individuals known to move >1 000 km. (Swartaasvoél)
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= WHITE-HEADED VULTURE  Trigonoceps occipitalis - LAPPETFACED
' 92-96 cm; 3.3-5.3 kg; wingspan 2-2.3 m Strikingly coloured and patterned; mainly black plumage of ad. VULTURE i

contrasts with the white head, belly and leggings. In flight from below, combination of white head, leggings " A , :Vr:'é‘:“':;;”

and white line along the trailing edge of the underwing coverts is diagnostic. Female differs from male by 4 N coverts.
having white inner secondaries and tertials. Angular head is white, with naked pink face; bill orange-red, with 2
a pale blue cere. Juv. is uniformly dark brown with a dull white head; in flight from below shows a diagnostic
(but rather indistinct) narrow white line along the trailing edge of the underwing coverts. Voice: Mostly
silent; shrill whistles and chattering during interactions with other vultures. Status and biology: CRITICALLY
ENDANGERED. Uncommon resident, living in open savanna in widely spaced pairs; single birds or pairs join
other vultures at large carcasses. (Witkopaasvoél)
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Up-to-date distribution Fully revised and  More than 800 new illustrations,
maps and breeding bars updated text including all-new illustrated
plates for raptors and seabirds




