
VOËLSvan SUIDER-AFRIKA

die mees uitvoerig geïllustreerde gids tot die streek se voëls

Sasol Voëls van Suider-Afrika word lank reeds erken as die mees uitvoerig  

geïllustreerde gids tot die streek se voëls, en meer as 150 000 kopieë is al sedert 

die eerste uitgawe in 1993 verkoop. Die derde uitgawe is omvattend hersien om 

hierdie gids se posisie as die voorste gids tot die 950 voëlspesies van Suider-

Afrika, asook een van die topverkopers op die kontinent, te handhaaf.

In hierdie derde uitgawe

l Spesiebeskrywings en -illustrasies is bygewerk, en 27 nuut beskryfde  

spesies word ingesluit.

l  Byskrifte tot die illustrasies identifiseer diagnostiese kenmerke.

l  Verspreidingskaarte is volledig bygewerk en inkorporeer inligting van die 

Atlas of Southern African Birds sowel as die jongste aantekenings van 

swerwers. Areas van gereelde en minder gereelde voorkoms word uitgelig. 

l  Voëlname is bygewerk en daar is kruisverwysings na die name wat in vroeër 

uitgawes gebruik is. Ander kenmerke sluit in kleurkodering; ‘n eenvoudige nommerstelsel vir kruisver-

wysing van illustrasies met teks; ‘n oorsiglys van die streek se voëls; drie vinnige 

verwysingsgidse om spesies op te spoor; en geïllustreerde familiebeskrywings.

Die skrywersIan Sinclair is een van Afrika se voorste veldornitoloë. Hy het die  

afgelope 30 jaar al kruis en dwars oor Afrika gereis om voëls na te vors. 

Hy is skrywer en medeskrywer van ongeveer 18 boeke oor die voëls 

van Afrika.Phil Hockey is ‘n Professor by die Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African 

Ornithology aan die Universiteit van Kaapstad. Hy is ‘n  

kenner van voëlbiologie, met ‘n spesiale belangstelling in 

kus- en migrerende spesies.

Warwick Tarboton is a bekende voëlkenner, -skrywer en -

fotograaf wat al verskeie boeke gepen het. Hy is ‘n ontvanger 

van die Gill Memorial Medalje vir ‘dienslewering aan die  

ornitologie suid van die Zambezi’.
Sinclair

Hockey
Tarboton

‘ongetwyfeld die beste veldgids tot  

Suider-Afrika . . . en ‘n nuttige  

aanvullende gids elders op  

die kontinent’ Bulletin ABC Vol 1 No 2
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birds
third edition 
fully revised and updated

the region’s most comprehensively illustrated guide

Firmly established as the region’s most comprehensively illustrated guide to  
birds, and boasting sales of more than 150 000 copies since its publication in 1993, 
Sasol Birds of Southern Africa has been extensively revised to uphold its position 
as a leading guide to southern Africa’s 950 bird species and one of the  
best-selling field guides on the African continent.

In this third edition
● Species accounts and illustrations have been updated and 27 newly described 

species are included.
●  Illustrations have labels highlighting diagnostic features.
●  Distribution maps have been fully updated and incorporate information from 

the Atlas of Southern African Birds as well as subsequent sightings of 
vagrants. Maps now distinguish regions of high and low abundance. 

●  Bird names have been updated and are cross-referenced to names used in 
earlier editions. 

Other features include colour coding; a simple numbering system for easy cross-
referencing of pictures and text; a checklist of the region’s birds; three quick  
reference guides to locating species; and illustrated family accounts. 

The authors
ian Sinclair is recognised as one of Africa’s foremost field ornitho- 
logists. He has travelled extensively on the African continent for over  
30 years, researching birds. He has authored and co-authored some  
18 titles on African birds.
phil Hockey is a Professor at the Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African 
Ornithology at the University of Cape Town. He is a recognised 
authority on the biology of southern African birds, with a 
special interest in coastal and migratory species.
warwick Tarboton is a well-known bird expert, writer 
and photo grapher who has authored several books. He was 
awarded the Gill Memorial Medal for ‘services to ornithology 
south of the Zambezi’.

‘undoubtedly the best field guide for  
southern Africa . . . a most useful  

complementary guide elsewhere on  
the continent’ Bulletin ABC Vol 1 No 2

www.randomstruik.co.za
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1. BARN (EUROPEAN) SWALLOW Hirundo rustica (518) 15-18 cm
The red throat and forehead, blue-black breast band and deeply forked tail are 
diagnostic. Differs from similar Angola Swallow in being creamy or deep buff on 
the lower breast and belly, but never grey.
Male has longer tail streamers than female. Juv. is browner and has shorter outer tail 
feathers than ads. Habitat. Cosmopolitan, except in closed forest. Status. Abundant non-
breeding summer visitor. Call. A soft, high-pitched twittering. (Europese Swael)

2. ANGOLA SWALLOW Hirundo angolensis (519) 14-15 cm
Less agile in flight than similar Barn Swallow. Red on the throat extends onto the 
breast and is bordered by a narrow, incomplete black band. Underparts are pale 
grey, not creamy or deep buff. Outer tail streamers are much shorter than those of 
Barn Swallow and the tail is less deeply forked.
Juv. has the red of ad. replaced by pale rufous, and is less glossy above. Habitat. Rivers 
and bridges, and in association with man. Status. Vagrant. Call. A weak twittering. 
(Angolaswael)

3. WIRE-TAILED SWALLOW Hirundo smithii (522) 13-17 cm
Smaller than White-throated Swallow, this species differs in lacking a black breast 
band, and having a bright chestnut cap and a black streak across the vent. It is very 
fast and agile in flight. The very thin tail streamers are often difficult to see.
Juv. has the chestnut of ad. replaced largely by brown and is less glossy blue above. 
Habitat. Usually found near water, often breeding under bridges. Status. Common res-
ident. Call. A sharp, metallic ‘tchik’. (Draadstertswael)

4. WHITE-THROATED SWALLOW Hirundo albigularis (520) 14-17 cm
The white throat and blue-black breast band are diagnostic. Sand and Banded 
Martins (p. 298) also have a white throat and dark breast band, but the breast 
bands are brown and both species have brown upperparts.
Juv. is less glossy than ad. above, and has a reddish brown forehead. Habitat. Closely 
associated with water. Status. Common breeding summer visitor. Call. Soft warbles and 
twitters. (Witkeelswael)

5. PEARL-BREASTED SWALLOW Hirundo dimidiata (523) 14 cm
May be distinguished from Wire-tailed Swallow by its lack of both tail streamers 
and a vent band, and by its blue cap. When seen from below, it differs from Grey-
rumped Swallow and Common House-Martin (p. 296) in having white (not dark) 
underwing coverts and, when seen from above, a dark rump. It lacks white spots in 
the tail and the blue gloss is not well developed.
Juv. is less glossy above than ad. Habitat. Over bushveld and fresh water, and in associa-
tion with man. Status. Locally common resident with seasonal movements in parts of its 
range. Call. A subdued chipping note, uttered in flight. (Pêrelborsswael)
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2002: the 3rd, fully revised edition is 
launched to wide acclaim, with the 

following new features:

updated maps 
and text

revised 
layout

annotations to illustrations 
highlight diagnostic features

new common names in line 
with international norms
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