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revised
layout
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and text

annotations to illustrations
highlight diagnostic features
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SWALLOWS

1. BARN (EUROPEAN) SWALLOW Hirundo rustica (518) 1518 cm
The red throat and forehead, blue-black breast band and deeply forked tail are
diagnostic. Differs from similar Angola Swallow in being creamy or deep buff on
the lower breast and belly, but never grey.

Male has longer tai sreamers than female. Juv. is browner and has shorter outer tail
feathers than s, Habitat. Cosmopolan, except in closed forest, Status. Abundant non-
breeding summer visitor. Cal. A soft, high-pitched titering. (Europese Swael

2. ANGOLA SWALLOW Hirundo angolensis (519) 1415 cm
Less agile in flight than similar Barn Swalow. Red on the throat extends onto the
breast and s bordered by a narrow, incomplete black band. Underparts are pale
grey, not creamy or deep buff. Outer tal streamers are much shorter than those of
Barn Swallow and the tai isless deeply forked.

Juv. has the red of ad. replaced by pale rufous, and is less glossy above, Habitat, Rivers
and bridges, and in association with man. Status. Vagrant. Call. A weak twitering
(Angolaswac)

3. WIRE-TAILED SWALLOW Hirundo smithil (522) 1317cm
Smaller than White-throated Swallow, this species differs in lacking a black breast
band, and having a bright chestnut cap and a black streak across the vent. It is very
fastand agile in fight. The very thin tail streamers are often difficult to sce.

Juv. has the chestaut of ad. replaced largely by brown and is less glossy blue above
Habitat. Usually found near water, often breeding under bridges. Status. Common res-
ident. Call. A sharp, metalic ‘tchik”. Draadstertswae)

4. WHITE-THROATED SWALLOW Hirundo albigularis (520) 1417 em
The white throat and blue-black breast band are diagnostic. Sand and Banded
Martins (p. 298) also have a white throat and dark breast band, but the breast
bands are brown and both species have brown upperparts.

Juv. s less glossy than ad. above, and has a reddish brown forehead. Habitat, Closely
associated with water. Status. Common breeding summer vsior. Call, Soft warbles and
twiters, (Witkeelswael)

5. PEARL-BREASTED SWALLOW Hirundo dimidiato (523) 14cm
May be distinguished om Wire-tailed Swallow by ts lack of both tail streamers
and a vent band, and £ ts blue cap. When seen from below, it difers from Grey-
rumped Swallow and (ommon House-Martin (p. 296) in having white (not dark)
underwing coverts and  when seen from above, a dark rump. It lacks white spots in
the tail and the blue gl ss is not well developed.

Juv. s less glossy above [nan ad. Habitat. Over bushveld and fresh water, and in associa-
tion with man. Status. Ubcally common resident with seasonal movements in parts of its
range. Call. A subdued clipping note, uttered i fight. (Pérelborsswae)
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new common names in line
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